HA-93
Roberts Mill, N.S. Bemis Mill
Broad Creek at Mill Green

Street, Maryland 21154

This rubblestone structure is located on the north side of Broad Creek,
overlooking the village of Mill Green. The mill is at least the second one
on this site. It is three stories high with an attic used as a fourth floor.
The structure is three bays wide with doors located in the center bays of the
south facade. On this, the creek side of the mill, there is a large stone
medallion near the roof carved with the following inscription: '"N.S. Bemis
Mills 1827." !

J
|

This mill is situated on the tract, "John's Adventure." The tract was a
resurvey of the older '"Ashmore's Choice'" which incorporated the land upon which
an earlier mill, '"Ashmore's Mills,!" once stood. It is known that Ashmore's Mill
was a voting center for Deer Creek Upper Hundred in 1775.

On May 11, 1821, a bond was r#corded between John and Margaret Ashmore and
their daughter, Susanna Bemis, and her husband, Nathaniel. This bond insured the
Ashmores that they would be kept without worldly needs until their deaths. In
the bond is a reference to the '"house near the mill." The Ashmores deeded all
their land, farms and the millbusiness to their daughter and son-in-law.

Thomas H. Roberts, Sr. purchased the property from Bemis in 1838. The mill
continued to operate until approximately 1920.
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BINAME

HISTORIC Roberts Mill, N.S. Bemis Mills

AND/OR COMMON
Mill Green Mill

BALOCATION

STREET & NUMBER
Broad Creek near the intersection of Mill Green and Prospect Roads
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Street —— VICINITY OF M rat
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EJCLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT —PUBLIC —OCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
iBUILDING(S) _}_cPRIVATE EUNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL —_PARK
—STRUCTURE __BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE
. __SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
” —OBJECT __INPROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED —YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL —_TRANSPORTATION
—NO —MILITARY iOTHER: Bath house
Y OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME 879-4095
Richard D. Poteet Telephone #: 836-1675
STREET & NUMBER
Ady Road
CITY, TOWN STATE, 21p code
[y T ____ VICINITY OF Marvland 21154
"JHILOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 1045
: e
COURTHOUSE, o .
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Harford County Courthouse Folio #
STREET & NUMBER
LO South Main Street
CITY. TOWN _ STATE
Bel Air Maryland
KA REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE
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—FEDERAL __STATE __COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN STATE
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT X DETERIORATED __UNALTERED . X_ORIGINAL SITE
_.GOOD __RUINS X ALTERED _MOVED  DATE
_FAIR __UNEXPOSED e
removed

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This rubblestone structure is located on the north side of Broad Creek,
overlooking the village of Mill Green. The mill is at least the second one
on this site. It is three stories high with an attic used as a fourth floor.
The structure is three bays wide with doors located in the center bays of the
south facade. On this, the creek side of the mill, there is a large stone
medallion near the roof carved with the following inscription: ''N.S5. Bemis
Mills 1827."

The 1798 Tax List mentions a dwelling and a two story, stone, grist mill
measuring 25 by 45 feet. This is very close to the present mill's dimensions and

it is thought that the present mill was built onto in older Mill's foundations.

The insides of this grist mill were removed some time ago to make room
for storage and a comfortable bath house.

Windows in the building are an unusual six lights over six: the upper

sash is "Vertical' with three rows of two panes in each. The lower sash has
2 rows with three panes in each.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Kl SIGNIFICANCE
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'SERIOD : AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC — ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —_RELIGION
—1400-1499 . ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC — CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 _).CARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MusIC —THEATER
51 800-1899 — COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS x_iNDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _—OTHER (SPECIFY)

—INVENTION

; SPECIFIC DATES 1827 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This mill is situated on the tract, "John's Adventure.'

The tract was a

resurvey of the older '"Ashmore's Choice'" which incorporated the land upon which

an earlier mill, "Ashmore's Mills,'' once stood.

was a voting center for Deer Creek Upper Hundred in 1775.

It is known that Ashmore's Mill

On May 11, 1821, a bond was recorded between John and Margaret Ashmore and

their daughter, Susanna Bemis, and her husband, Nathaniel.

This bond insured the

Ashmores that they would be kept without worldly needs until their deaths. 1In

the bond is a reference to the '"house near the mill."

The Ashmores deeded all

their land, farms and the mill business to their daughter and son-in-law.

+

&= Bemis expanded the business, adding a forge and an "ordinary'.

The present

mill bears witness to Bemis' enterprise with its datestone inscribed "N.S. Bemis
Mills 1827," the year of completion of construction.

Thomas H. Roberts, Sr. purchased the property from Bemis in 1838. The mill

continued to operate until approximately 1920.

The insides of the mill were removed sometime ago.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
[LIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 174,83 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

This property is bounded on the north by Day Road, on the west by long
land, on the east by the property of B.W. Buchner and on the south by Broad
Creek.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE i COUNTY ra
[E1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Susan M. Deeney, Field Historian
ORGANIZATION DATE
Historic District Commission 1/78
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
45 South Main Street 838-6000, ext. 207
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Bel Air Maryland 21014

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
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National
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I herebv certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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Keeper of The National Register
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Robert's Mill/Mill Green Mill
HA-93

Street, MD 21154
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